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PROVERBS, Cray. xxii. VER. 6. 


« Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go: And when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” 


MONG the various maxims and proverbs recorded in this ſacred book, 

it is not ſurpriſing that many of them ſhould relate to the education 

and conſequent welfare of Children. This ſubject has, in all ages, attracted 

the attention of the wiſeſt and moſt reflecting. part of mankind. Not only 

Divines and moral Philoſophers, but alſo the moſt enlightened Stateſmen, 

have thought it worthy of their moſt ſerious conſideration. Independent how- 

ever of ſuch authorities, we have the expreſs direction of Solomon, the greateſt 

and wiſeſt of Kings, who, in the language of holy Inſpiration, exhorts us to 

train up a Child in the way he ſhould go, and for our encouragement adds, 
that when he is old, he will not depart from it. 


1. In taking a review of the nature of man, of thoſe principles which are 
inherent in his conſtitution, and founded in the very laws of his exiſtence, we 
cannot but obſerve how prone he is, from his inſtinQs as a phyſical Being, to 
aſſimulate himſelf to the objects with which he is converſant, and to take the 
conformation of his mind, and the character of his life, from the perſons with 
whom he aſſociates. Whatever original diverſity there may be in the intel- 
lectual powers of men, however the minds of ſome may vary in their original 
form and conſtruction from the minds of others, and the ſhades of human life 
be multiplied, owing to the peculiar temperament of our frame, yet, without 
any diſparagement to this ſentiment, it muſt be admitted that the great lines 
of diſtinction between individuals, as well as large collective bodies, are to 
be attributed chiefly to the operation of cauſes of an adventitious and extrinſic 
nature. By tracing the footſteps of a perſon through the various ſtages of his 
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life, and by marking, with a diſcriminating eye, all the circumſtances under 
which he has been trained and educated ; or, by obſerving carefully the flow 
gradations by which a barbarous people advance to that poliſhed refinement 
which prevails as kingdoms become enlightened and civilized ; by ſuch re- 


ſearches, you ſoon diſcover the powerful, though ſecret, influence of artificial 


inſtitutions, and the ſources of moſt of thoſe diſſimilitudes which characterize 
nations as well as individuals, 


As man is endowed with ſuch imitative powers, as he is formed ſo much 
by external circumſtances, and as habits and aſſociations, acquired in child- 
hood, do imperceptibly give a certain colour and direction to his future 
principles and conduct, we ought to ſuperintend his early days with the moſt 
jealous care and attention. The mind is eaſily corrupted and defiled. The 
ſeeds of bad principles are ſoon implanted ; they quickly take root, and ſpread 
their baneful influence far and wide. Indecd nothing is more to be dreaded 
than falſe and pernicious maxims : They aſſault at once the higher regions of 
our nature, and by inducing an awful darkneſs on the underſtanding, the ſeat 
of intelligence, they pollute the very ſprings of our obedience ; and thus diffuſe 
a general depravation through the whole of our moral frame and conſtitution. 
There are indeed occaſional temptations—there are tranſient ebullitions of 
paſſion which may, for a ſeaſon, ſwell out and- divert the current of life into 
devious courſes ; but theſe inundations, like every thing ſudden and violent, 
are ſeldom of long duration. They generally ſubſide, and the current retires 
into its ancient channel, as the fever of youth abates, when a more enlarged 
experience is acquired. The errors, moreover, ariſing from theſe temporary 
cauſes are not often marked by any cold malignity of principle, or diſtinguiſhed 
by any ſettled, determined character. They float, for the moſt part, on the 
ſurface of the mind ; they ebb and flow with the vague and uncertain feelings 
from which they proceed. But where infidel and dangerous maxims have 
diſtempered the Soul; where, in conſequence, there is a lamentable obliquity 
in the will, and ſuch defeCtive views, or rather, ſuch a groſs miſconception 

of things as leads ſyſtematically into falſe and erroneous opinions—there, a 
_ gloomy uncertainty hangs over all hopes of a reform. The mind that is thus 
perverted muſt be decompoſed, the principles it has imbibed muſt be aban- 


doned, 
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CE Td 
doned, the ground it has traverſed muſt be meaſured back in an humble and 
contrite ſpirit ; and, in ſhort, a complete, mental revolution muſt take place, 


before ſound chriſtian piety, and its neceſſary offspring, ſound chriſtian mora- 
lity, can poſſibly be attained. 


In the morning therefore of life, as the underſtanding begins to dawn, and 
to light up the countenance with expreſſion; as ſoon as it refleèts on the 
images it has received through the ſenſes, the grand inlets of knowledge, and 
thus engages in a little intellectual world of its own, then it behoves you par- 
ticularly to watch over your Child, as you would over a tender, exotic Plant, 
that no noxious vapours may injure it, no cold, tempeſtuous winds may blaſt 
it. The ſigns of the different ſeaſons of life cannot be too carefully obſerved. 
If the mind be left to lie fallow, and without culture for any length of 
time, it becomes (like the Body under fimilar-negle&) inſenſibly rigid and 
inflexible, and ſeldom acquires afterwards that juſt form and diſpoſition which 
conſtitute its moral beauty and perfection. Whilſt therefore it is ſoft, tender, 
and pliable, ere it become cold and obdurate, hackneyed in the ways of ſin, 
intrenched in prejudices, and ſur-charged with thoſe dark miſts which ariſe 
from corrupt and depraved appetites, endeavour, by all juſt and poſſible 
means, to inſpire it with ſuch ſeaſonable and powerful motives as may influ- 
ence and dirett it in the way it ſhould go. Remember that the mind is the 
man, -and beware that no motives of vanity lead you to invert the laws and 
Juſt order of nature. Is it not monſtrous to ſee the animal part of our frame 
riſing into all the ſtrength and dignity of mature age, whilſt the intellectual is 
left in its original ſtate of almoſt infantile weakneſs and debility ? Is this an 
exerciſe of that diſcriminating wiſdom which meaſures out its regards to a 
ſubject, according to the relative importance of its conſtituent parts? Or ſay, 
is it not rather the ſad fruit of that light airy ſyſtem of folly, which evidently 
taſtes of foreign infuſion, and which has, of late years, fo lamentably infected 
our public morals, and ſo ſtrangely perverted our plain Britiſh underſtand- 
ing? Hence ſolid and uſeful accompliſhments are ſacrificed to extrinſic glare; 
hence an unbounded rage for pleaſure, and ſuch a ſervile regard to the maxims 
and faſhions of the world, as ſets at nought the ſacred authority of Scripture, 
as well as the powerful, though filent, admonitions of conſcience. If this. 
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unſound and corrupt ſyſtem continue to give the tone to our manners, and to 


controul even our plans of education, it muſt cloud indeed all hopes of better 
days; as it tends neceſſarily to enervate and debaſe the riſing generation, and 
to take ultimately from the ſtrength, energy, and independence of a great 
and powerful nation. 


2. FroM a general ſurvey of the world, we likewiſe perceive that man is 


formed for action, and was never deſigned by his Maker to ſequeſter himſelf 
from the buſineſs and engagements of life, and to waſte away his days in the 
ſilence of ſolitude. The cold apathy of the Stoic, as well as the gloomy 
auſterity of the Monk, are groſs libels on the laws of our common nature. 
There is nothing in the primitive, unadulterated feelings of man, which recog- 
nizes the frigid indifference of the one, or the repulſive miſanthrophy of 
the other. There is, in general, a force and vigour, a prodigious ſpring 
and activity in the frame and conſtitution of our being, which is very impa- 
tient of reſt, and of whatever tends to cramp the. energies of the ſoul, to 
repreſs its ardour, or to circumſcribe the range of its vaſt and boundleſs 
defires. Man is an immortal creature ; he is formed for eternity ; and, from 


his earlieſt days, he is engaged in the purſuit of what he deems his happineſs. 


When he is a child, how ſprightly and volatile—how quick, various, and 
inceſſant are his movements! He is as reſtleſs as the waves of the ſea ; 
bounding continually from one object of puerile amuſement to another: His 
paſſions admit of no ſupine indifference, of no indolent repoſe. At this early 
period, they are the blind, but powerful, incentives which prompt and impel him 
to action. Thus his playful mirth is, for the moſt part, the gaiety of health, 
the mere overflowing of the ſpirits. He laughs without leave of his under- 
ſtanding, and his vivacity is ſeldom marked or enlightened by wiſdom. 


Ir we extend our obſervations, and follow him in his progreſs through life, 
we ſtil] perceive, on a larger ſcale, the force and exertions of this ſame, 
active principle. Whence that ſpirit of enterpriſe which ſoars to the ſtarry 
heavens, dives into the bowels of the earth, combats the raging billows of 
the deep, and expands itſelf into contact with every part of the terraqueous 
globe? If objects of magnitude and importance attract ngp the attention, 
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trifles engage and command it. The mind wil be in exerciſe. And thus we 


account, in a great meaſure, for the many vain, frivolous, and irrational 
amuſements of the world. They are chiefly deſigned to divert ; and by diver- 
ſion, they keep off miſery more than promote happineſs ; for the perſons moſt 
devoted to theſe pleaſures, have ſeldom any reliſh and delight in them, 
whilſt, at the ſame time, they are wretched and miſerable without them, 


BenoLD the induſtrious Tradeſman, under the pleaſing illuſions of hope, 
picturing to himſelf an independence which may diſcharge him from the noiſe 
and tumults of public life, and ſecure to him ſome calm rural retreat. How 
does the proſpect rouze and invigorate all the powers both of his mind and 
body. He girds up his Joins, and addrefles himſelf with ardour to the duties 
of his calling. The end he has in contemplation transfers a pleaſure to the 
means, and affords a conſtant ſupply to the ſecret ſprings of his activity. 
After a few revolving years, behold him in poſſeſſion of his object; no ſooner, 
alas! has he attained the ſummit of his defires, than the enchantment is diſ- 
ſolved; the ſplended ſcenes his fancy had painted vaniſh before him, and, for 
want of inward reſources, he gradually finks into a gloomy vacuity of mind : 


_ His ſpirits, which before were in exerciſe, now feed and prey upon them- 
ſelves; and from his. wounded ſenſibilities he begins at length to know, that 


the means of happineſs are in a great meaſure the end, and that no plenti- 
tude of preſent gratification will afford permanent ſatisfaction, without ſome 
ſucceſſion of engagements—ſome proſpetts, to intereſt the feelings, and to 
prevent that horrible laſſitude which corrodes the conſtitution, and renders 
life itſelf a dead weight aud incumbrance, 


As man is poſſeſſed of ſuch active powers, and as his talents were never 
deſigned to ruſt and canker in obſcurity, it becomes a matter of ſound policy, 
as well as of moral obligation, to diſpoſe his mind, at an early period, to ſuch 
combinations of ideas, to ſuch habits and purſuits, as may operate to bis 


future ſecurity and happineſs. The real and intrinſic worth of a character is 


ever to be eſtimated, not by the ſtrength and ſplendor of the intellectual facul- 
ties, but by the nature of the objects to which they are directed. It is the 
application, and not the poſſeſſion of ſuch faculties, which aſcertains our 
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moral ſtate and condition. The © beauty of holineſs” is chiefly and pre- 
eminently connected with the rectitude of the will, and the juſt diſpoſitions of 
the heart. Indeed tranſcendent abilities and great brilliancy of parts, inde- 
pendent of theſe more retired and excellent qualities, conduct only to an 
awful pre-eminence in wickedneſs, and aſſimulate the poſſeſſor to that fallen 
Spirit who retains his vaſt powers for the excluſive purpoſe of doing miſchief, 
and of effecting his dark and malicious deſigns. If, therefore, you would 
keep your child from the ſnares and blandiſhments of the world, open betimes 
the channel in which you would wiſh the current of his life to low. If you 
would ſave him from the crooked and dangerous paths of ſin, ſhew him the 
way which leads to life eternal. Set up your landmarks, raiſe your bounda- 
ries, and keep him within the limits and confines of the courſe in which he 
is commanded to run. It has been affirmed, that a good defence of truth is 
the beſt confutation of error; and it is alſo true, that ſound principles and 
good diſpoſitions are the beſt ſecurity againſt the dangers and ſeductions of 
human life. But, alas! for want of attending to ſuch ſecurity, how many 
promiſing capacities have been perverted,! How has the morning of life, 
which aroſe ſo bright, and which promiſed ſo heavenly a day, been ſuddenly 
overcaſt with clouds and with darkneſs | Theſe ſad diſappointments are to be 
chiefly reſolved into the ſcandalous negligence of ſome Parents, and into the 
blind affection of others. By pampering and indulging the appetites of their 
Children, what can they expect, but that theſe appetites will ſoon overrun 
and ſenſualize the whole. character, and extinguiſh, at length, all thoſe rela- 
tive ſentiments, and juſt ſenſibilities, which ſerve to harmonize the neceſſary 

inequalities of civil life, whilſt they conſtitute the general ſtream of private and 
domeſtic happineſs. | 


INDEED ſpoiled children are a torment to themſelves and a nuiſance to 
others; and as they advance in years, and feel an injured and inſulted nature 
revenging the wrongs it has ſuffered through the tyranny of paſſion, they are 
incited, at times, by their painful feelings, to take a cool retroſpect of their 
early days, to review, with a ſevere eye, the manner in which they have 
been trained and educated, and to condemn, in language the moſt indignant, 
that criminal partiality which blindly contributed to their preſent miſery and 

diſtreſs. 
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diſtreſs. Thus fond and too indulgent Parents are often repaid. By a juſt 


and wiſe conſtitution, it appears in this, as in many other inſtances, that 
our puniſhments are frequently made to ariſe out of the very nature of our 


offences. 


3. Ir is a truth alſo which is by no means to be ſuppreſſed or diſguiſed, 
that man is a fallen and corrupt creature, naturally prone to fin, and to follow 


bad rather than good examples. He was created indeed in the image of - 


God; he was made upright: His underſtanding was once light in the Lord; 
his will accorded with the divine will; and his affections were placed on 
things above: In ſhort, his whole moral, intelledual, and ſenſitive frame 
was in perfect coincidence with the line of his duty. Thus the divine ſervice 
was regarded by Him as a ſervice of perfect freedom and happineſs ; as it 


ever muſt be to a mind well conſtituted and well directed. But, alas! the 


gold is become dim; the fine gold is changed. How art thou fallen, O Son 
of the morning! 


In conſequence of original fin, © which is the fault and corruption of the 
nature of every man,” there is now in all the deſcendants of Adam an uniform 
tendency to depart from the very end of their creation, and to ſet Him at 
defiance, in whom they live, move, and have their being: How ſoon did this 


ſpirit of defection and rebellion appear in the conduct of Cain? It is ſaid, 


„Cain was very wrath, and his countenance fell, and Cain talked with Abel 
his brother, and it came to paſs when they were in the field, that Cain roſe 
up againſt Abel his brother and ſlew him.” Whence this monſtrous Crime ? 
Whence this envious, vindictive ſpirit which darkened his countenance, and 
extinguiſhed at once the common and even inſtinctive feelings of nature? 
Hear the © voice of blood crying aloud from the ground for vengeance,” and 
learn to mourn over the awful change induced by the fall. The image of the 
Deity is defaced ; the divine glory is withdrawn; and man is left to follow 
his own devices. 


Tris crime ſtands alone; it is not to be paralleled in the annals of hiſtory. 
It was perpetrated in the very infancy of the world. The power of example, 
and 
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and the contagion of vice cannot be pleaded. All thoſe light and ſuperfi- 
cCial arguments by which pride and vanity would reſiſt or deny the doctrine of 


innate depravity, have no bearing upon the ſubject before us: For Abel was 
righteous before God; and in reſpeCt to our GREAT PROGENITORS, we have 


| preſumptive reaſon to conclude (notwithſtanding the brevity, and even ſilence 


of the Moſaic account), that they had an intereſt in the chriſtian ſalvation, 
and were enabled, by divine communications which are not recorded, to ſee 
through the figurative language, and to underſtand the ſpiritual meaning of 
that great prophetic promiſe, that the“ Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head.” This promife contains ſeminally the eſſential truths of 
the goſpel. To the gradual evolution of it, all the diſpenſations under the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles have been made ſubſervient ; and even 
the diſpenſations which are yet to come, and thoſe prophecies, which involve 
the riſe and fall of kingdoms, and in their ſecondary, or rather germinating 
ſenſe, run up to the conſummation of all things, will only ſerve to unfold 


and expand, to illuſtrate and confirm, this firſt gracious declaration. Let 


not any preſume therefore to charge the Goſpel with novelty : It is nearly 
coeval with the fall. Almoſt immediately on our firſt Parent's violation of 
the prohibitory command, its divine light broke forth, like the light of the 
morning, and it has, ever fince, been ſhining more and more to the perfect 
day. It is the ſame Sun of Righteouſneſs which has illumined the different 


ages of the church; it is the fame truth, differing not in nature and genius, 


but only in the degrees of brightneſs and of ſplendor. If it be true then that 
Adam ſaw the mercy of God, in Chriſt, adumbrated in this great, original 
promiſe, we muſt of courſe conclude, that whilſt he would often mourn over 
the ſad ruins and deſolations of the fall, and thus diſplay before his Sons the 
genuine charaQter of a true penitent ; he would alſo endeavour, at the ſame 
time, to relieve their gloomy and deſponding fears, by raiſing their hopes to 
that Redeemer who- had already ariſen with © healing under his wings” upon 
their dark and benighted ſtate. Under circumſtances ſo truly intereſting and 
affecting, ſo favourable to that © godly ſorrow which worketh true repent- 
ance,” was this black and moſt atrocious crime committed ; a crime, which 
announces to a guilty world, in characters of blood, the awful revolution that 
has taken place-in the mind of man. 
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Ix confirmation of this fame humiliating doctrine, we might adduce the 


N diſpoſitions of children. How ſtrongly will they contend, as ſoon 
almoſt as they are born, for a compliance with their little; corrupt humours ? 
How proudly will they aſſert themſelves, and obſtinately reſiſt all oppoſition 
to their will? There is evidently in them a very great Iove not only of liberty, 
but of power and of dominion. The cries of infants are frequent indications 
of paſſion, demanding obedience from others. They are ever reſtleſs and 
impatient for the actual poſſeſſion of what they want, and when they poſſeſs 
it, how will they exult and triumph in the little authority with which they 
are thereby inveſted, and frequently ſhew it in the moſt domineering and 
tyrannical manner. By ſtudying well thoſe diverſified tones, which ate the 
univerſal language of nature, you may often diſcover, even at this early 
period, the diſorders of the mind, as well as of the body, the diſeaſes which 
attach to the moral, as well as the phyſical part of our conſtitution. . a 
As this ſelf- will, and inordinate love of power break forth md to 
the influence of acquired depravity, and as they lie at the very root of almoſt 
all the injuſtice and conteſts which diſturb and agitate human life, they can- 
not therefore be too ſoon checked or reſtrained. If you would lay the foun- 
dation of a good character, you muſt ſecure .a government over the will 
betimes. Think not the period of infancy too early for this great undertaking ; 
only let the kind and degree of your diſcipline be regulated by the age and 
diſpoſition of the Child. On this, as on other ſubjects, the end ought to 
controul the means; the latter cannot be too mild and gentle, ns the 
important. object be obtained. 


Bor if you would not only ſuppreſs, by temporary expedients, the corrupt 
overflowings of human depravity, but rather endeavour to change and renew 
the heart, the ſource from whence they proceed; if you would not merely lop 
off a few luxuriant branches, but lay the axe at once to the root of the 
evil, you ought to take eſpecial care to initiate and train up youth in the 
great fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religion. It is the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
which has proved, in all ages, the power and wiſdom of God to ſalvation. 


It is, through the truth, that we muſt be ſanQtified. God delights to honour 
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his own word, and has ever made it the grand mean and inſtrument of pro- 


ducing that great, inward, and radical change which conſtitutes the nature 


of true repentance. As God only knows the infinite evil and malignity of 
fin, and what can beſt ſatisfy the demands of his own juſtice, and anſwer the 
vaſt and multifarious-defigns of his great and extenſive government; and as 
He has, in his wiſdom and goodneſs, ſent his beloved Son into the world, not 
only to elucidate and confirm the principles of natural religion, and to ſet us 
a perfect example of true piety ; but cue and principally with a view that He 


might, by his meritorious death, open a new and a living way for our de- 


liverance, ſo that God may be juſt, whilſt He juſtifies the ungodly : as ſuch. a 
remedy has been provided, we may reſt aſſured, that it is ſuited to our reſpec- 
tive wants, fully commenſurate to the extent of our diſorders, and well 
adapted, in every reſpect, to reinſtate us in the favour of God, and to reſtore 
us to that divine image to that * knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs,” 
which we had loſt and forfeited by the Fall. Such a foundation being laid in 
Zion, we may ſafely repoſe upon it with humble confidence, and look for- 
ward, through the ſolemnities of Death, and of a Judgment to come, with a 
* hope full of immortality and of glory.” Religion is indeed a great and 


- momentous reality, and under a deep impreſſion of its worth, ſee that ye 


embrace it, and recommend it alſo to your children, as the © one thing that 
is needful”—as the grand reſtorative of fallen man—as the forereigh good and 
PR of our AO CG nature. 


Is looking into the chriſtian ods; it 1s truly e to ſee the 1 
character of this our holy religion ſo darkened and miſrepreſented through the 
virulent conteſts, and angry unhallowed paſſions of men. The eee 
of different ſects and parties about its nature, ſeem at laſt to have brought its 
very exiſtence into doubt and diſcuſſion. Its native grandeur, and venerable 
Smplicity have been ſublitized away by nice and idle diſtinctions. It has 
been treated, as if it were, a mere /uman ſcience, capable of improvement 
from the lights of philoſophy, inſtead of being humbly received as a complete 
and emire ſyſtem of ſupernatural revelation, to which nothing is to be added, 
and from which nothing is to be, diminiſhed. In conſequence of theſe un- 


i eee a few, incapable or unwilling to diſtinguiſh chriſtianity 


from 


| C #3 

LN from its various corruptions, have overlooked its peculiar: and charaderiſtie 
doftrmes, and have endeavoured to conduct us back ta the ſchools of the 
q | heathens. They have repreſented the Bible as little more than a republica- 
tion, or better edition of mere natural religion, not knowing, or voluntarily 
forgetting, that every article in the chriſtian Creed involves within it a cor- 
reſpondent duty, and that the account given us in the ſacred Oracles of the 
Fall of Man, of the atonement by Jeſus Chriſt, of Juſtification by Faith, and 
of the influence of the Spirit to enlighten and ſanctify our nature is deſigned, 
: and has in itſelf a native tendency to correct our views, to meliorate our 
| hearts, and to mould and conform us to ſuch feelings and diſpoſitions as are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to a ſound and chriſtian obedience. To regard there- 
fore theſe ſcriptural and fundamental doctrines of our excellent Church, as 
antiquated and exploded; or to view them as merely ſpeculative, is to ſet at 
nought the very means of all ſpiritual and acceptable ſervice to God“. We 
may call upon ſinners to awake and to arife from the dead, but we trifle with 
their moral diſorders, we mock and inſult their miſery and diſtreſs, unleſs we 
inform them, that, without Chriſt, they can do nothing, that He is the 
RESURRECTI10N and the Life, and that there is no other name under Heaven, 
by which they can be ſaved either from the guilt or power of their fins,  » 


Ix ever there was a period when an attention to frixciples was peculiarly 
neceſſary, this is the period. The events of the preſent times are not to he 
eſtimated by former analogies ; they put out the lights of hiſtory, confound 
the ſpeculations of Stateſmen, and are pregnant with conſequences which no 
finite wiſdom can either predict or explore. But whence theſe awful occur- 
rences which have rolled upon us in ſuch rapid ſucceſſion ? Whence theſe 
wars, and rumours of wars which ſhake terribly the nations of the world, and 
make all faces to gather blackneſs? Whilſt they doubtleſs argue the Judg- | 
ments of God in the earth, and are under the influence of final cauſes known | 


. ® Vide Dr. Horſley's maſt excellent Charge, when Biſhop of St. David's. Let me alſo recom. 
mend to your ſcrious peruſal Mr, Wilberforce's Practical View, &c, a publication which marks the 
Chriſtian, the Scholar, and the Gentleman; and ta which the true Charaer and Genius of qur holy 
religion are difplayed with peculiar advantage. Fx AM 
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only to Him, yet the more direct and immediate cauſes are to be attri- 
buted, to what has been juſtly called an * Armed Doctrine; which, under 
the ſemblance of liberty, ſtrikes at the dominion of law (its beſt and only 
ſecurity); and, by the ſubverſion of all juſt and well conſtituted authorities, 
tends to change the very ſentiments and feelings of the mind, and to alter the 
whole courſe and complexion of the civilized world. It ſpreads death and 


deſtruction around it, and ſeems only to have powers to deſtroy, without any 


of thoſe greater legiſlative powers —_— to erect, and to eſtabliſh a 
government. 


Ir then falſe maxims and principles, artfully diſguiſed, and induſtriouſly 
circulated, have enkindled a zeal and enthuſiaſm which have aſtoniſhed Europe 
with prodigies of valour, and have borne down, by their vaſt force and mo- 
mentum, the cool reſiſtance and united courage of well diſciplined armies * ; 


if opinions, mixed up with the bad paſſions of men, have thus operated ſuch 


great and tremendous effects, let us, at length, awake from our deluſive 


ſecurity, and learn to eſtimate the nature and importance of principles. Is 


not the proſpe& before us, in reſpect to the riſing generation, of a very 
ſerious and alarming nature? Is not there a general relaxation of morals, 


pervading private as well as public life ? Are not the flood-gates of licentiouſ- 


neſs thrown open, and do not evils, the moſt enormous and gigantic, riſe 
before us? Tell me then, ought not the awful phenomena of the preſent 
times to call up into your mind ſuch ideas and reflexions as may rouze and 
invigorate your efforts, and lead you, under a ſenſe of the gloomy inſtability 


of human affairs, to that Saviour, in whom there is no variableneſs, neither 


ſhadow of turning. In dark and tempeſtuous ſeaſons, we naturally look for 
ſomething to ſupport and to ſtrengthen us. To the dim lights of Philoſophy, 
and to the feeble aids of all human inventions, we are conſtrained, at ſuch 
times, to ſay, © Ye are Phyſicians of no value;” “ Ye are all miſerable com- 
forters;” ye cannot turn the tide of a corrupted nature ;—ye can afford no 


proſpeRs beyond the grave, or ſay, « What we muſt do to be ſaved.“ To 


Whatever may be juſtly ſaid relative to the vaſt armies of the French, we muſt allow the amazing 
influence of Enthuſiaſm, which, at times, raiſes nations, as well as individuals, beyond their com- 
mon ſtrength and reſources, Its energies admit not of calculation. 
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theſe — and inadequate ſyſtems, which have long tampered with 
human nature, and have always left it, where they found it, “ dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſin, let us no longer adhere. We live in a chriſtian land, and it 
is our duty and privilege to look to that“ greater Light,” which not only pre- 
ſcribes to the outward conduct, but legiſlates to the heart, purifies the ſprings 
of action, reCtifies the ſecret obliquities of the will, and thus produces, under 
the influence of the Spirit, that chriſtian virtue which ſhines forth in a glo- 
rious and reſplendent round of duty, and, by its univerſal obedience and good 


works, glorifies our Father which is in heaven “. 


As the ſcriptures are the grand and infallible rule by which we muſt regu- 
late our faith and practice; as they are filled likewiſe with ſo many intereſting 
narratives, delivered with the moſt ſublime and artleſs ſimplicity ; as they 
abound with pleaſing and inſtructive parables, beautiful allegories, and con- 
deſcend continually to paint heavenly truths, not in the dry, abſtract language 


of metaphyſics, but in colours borrowed from objects here below; as they 
addreſs the paſſions, particularly our hopes and fears, with ſuch ſtriking and 


palpable arguments as tend to arreſt, at once, the attention, and to operate 
with immediate promptitude and efficacy ; as ſuch are the advantages which 
attach to our holy religion, we ſhould do well to ſelect ſuch parts of it as are 


moſt congenial to the feelings and capacities of children, and to ſtore and 
enrich their opening minds with ſuch vivid and pleaſing images of divine 
truth, as may ſupply them with uſeful matter for their more mature reflexions, 


and lead them inſenſibly, as they advance in years, to ſuch ſentiments. and 
concluſions as may influence and direct them in the way they ſhould go. It 


is truly alarming to ſee children ſo much neglected as they are; to behold 


them ſent adrift on the wide world without any ſure compaſs to direct them. 
With a corrupt nature, and a conſequent n to evil, what but 


* Monteſquieu 4 te that the . of Chriſtianity, 2 engraven on the e heart, would 
be infinitely more powerful than the falſe honour of Monarchies, than the humane virtues of Repub- 
lics, or the ſervile fear of Deſpotic States.” Indeed the defects, which neceſſarily attach to human 
laws and inſtitutions, have been ſtrongly felt of late in our own kingdom. We have witneſſed an 
artful and ftudied evaſion of law, and a vile perverſion of that liberty which the law does not pre- 
ſume to infringe. True vital religion i is the only cure of ſuch evils, 

| ruin 
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ruin and mifery can be expected? Many Parents and Maſters of Famifies 


ſeem to have forgot the relative and important duties which ariſe out of the 
very nature of their ſituation. How few are there who have a ſerious concern 


for the fpiritual welfare of their Houſhold, and extend the juſt authority, with 
which they are inveſted, to the moral conduct of thofe who are dependent 


upon them? How few catechife and initiate their Children in the elemen- 
tary principles of the Chriſtian Religion? How few can truly fay with Joſhua, 


as for me and my Houſe, we will ferve the Lord?“ For, is it not to be 


greatly feared, that moſt houfes, in this Chriſtian land, are fo far from ſerving 
the Lord, that the voice of prayer and of praiſe is ſeldom or ever heard within 
them. This cannot be too much lamented ; it is very diſcouraging indeed 
to the public Miniſters of religion. Unleſs Parents and Maſters of Families 
co-operate with their endeavours, their labour muſt be often counterated 


and entirely fruſtrated. Their public difcourſes alſo from the Pulpit are not 
- ſeldom loft on this part of their audience, owing to their profound ignorance 


of thoſe firſt principles which our fermons, like the Scriptures, muſt almoſt 
neceſſarily pre-ſuppoſe and involve. Remember the divine Judgments de- 

nounced againſt Eli and his Houſe, becauſe his © Sons made themſelves vile, 
and he reſtrained them not,“ and let the conſideration alarm you into reflection 
and into a juſt ſenſe of your duty: If you would not that your very offspring 
ſhould appear in Judgment againſt you, bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, Not only tell them that the law of God is holy, 
juſt, and good, but walk before them in all the divine Commandments ; con- 
duct them, as the Star conducted the Magi, to Him who is the light and 


Saviour of the world, and remember, for your encouragement, that if you 


thus train up a child in the . he ſhould go, when he is old he will not 
gopert from it. | 


Tais ian is full of conſolation and inſtruction. It authorizes us in 
concluding that the wickedneſs of the world is to be attributed, in no ſmall 
degree, to a neglect of proper Education. Not that education in itſelf, or 
any human endeavours whatever, can regenerate a fallen nature independent 


of the divine bleſſing. But this bleffing is promiſed in the line of duty, and 


it is preſumption and enthuſiaſm to expect it otherwiſe. God refpetts order 
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in all his works; and commands us, not only to have right objets in view, 
but to purſue them in a right manner, and upon right principles. No motive, 
however good, no end, however laudable, will ſanction or juſtify any impro- 
priety in the means, for the means are appointed as well as the end, and both. 
muſt be good, before our conduct can be well pleaſing to God. Hence ſaons 
frauds are condemned; as well as a © zeal not according to knowledge.” 
Hence our active powers are called forth and directed into proper channels, 
and our happineſs wiſely connected with diligence, and a ſtrict adherence to 
moral rectitude. The Chriſtian is indeed a luminous and tranſparent character. 
He ſtands ere& and firm upon his ſacred principles, and preſumes not to 
propagate and extend them by any circumvention and deceit on the one hand, 
or by any dark and ſanguinary methods on the other. He regards ſuch 
unhallowed weapons as fit only for the gloomy purpoſes of ſuperſtition, or 


the ambitious views of Tyrants. Theſe are not the inſtruments of the chriſtiag 
warfare; this it not the © wiſdom, which cometh from above.” The Truth 


challenges examination. Sound learning has ever been favourable to its pro- 
greſs. Such is the bright evidence upon which it is founded ; ſuch is the 
native luſtre with which it ſhines, that no ſophiſtry can poſſibly darken or 
ſuppreſs it. In ſhort, it is Omnipotent, and“ the Gates of. Hell ſhall never 
prevail againſt it.“ | | | 


1s it obſerved, that Children are ſometimes traived in the way they hau 


go, and afterwards depart from it. Theſe occaſional deviations, in particular 
caſes, cannot certainly be denied; but they do not diſturb or invalidate the 
truth of the text, or take from the native tendency of ſuch means to produce 
the deſired effect. If this tendency be counteracted by human depravity, yet 
the tendency itſelf ſtill remains, and conſequently the wiſdom and propriety 


of complying with this ſcriptural command. Beſides, maxims and proverbs: 


are not to be underſtood as univerſally true“; they are founded upon general, 
and not particular and occaſional conſequences, which caimot impugn or 
deſtroy the rule itſelf, From the more frequent reſult of a good education 


* Ariſtotle obſerves, that moral and proverbial ſayings are to be underſtood in} T6 wokd, 5.6, gene · 
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we are encouraged in the diſcharge of this important duty, and from the few 
exceptions which take place, we are taught to adore the Sovereignty of 
God, who thereby reminds us, that the power is of Himſelf, and not of man, 


and that all our labour will be in vain, unleſs his ſpirit co-operates with our 
endeavours and crowns them with ſucceſs. 


Tuar we may not however overcharge the Text with exceptions of this 
deſcription, we muſt reſolve many of theſe diſappointments into a want of 
wiſdom and diſcrimination. How many Parents err through ignorance more 
than any defect in their moral ſenſe of duty? By not eving the general 
principles which attach to human nature, or their particular modification in 
different characters; by not ſtudying the various diſpoſitions of their offspring, 
and accommodating their inſtructions according, they frequently defeat their 
own pious and benevolent deſigns. To make Children what they ſhould be, 
they ought to know well what they are. A Muſician attunes his inſtrument 
before he attempts to play upon it, or to expect any harmony from it. Thus 
Parents ought to conſider well the particular tone and character of the mind, 
and to uſe the means, which nature herſelf furniſhes, for the regulation of 
her own work. It requires indeed much diſcernment, and the moſt delicate 
management, to oppoſe the tyranny of the paſſions through the medium of. 
their own power and influence. And yet if you do not derive your materials 
from this great Storehouſe, or if you attempt to eſtabliſh maxims which are 


not recognized by the laws of our exiſtence, you cannot, you will not proſper : 
Nature is againſt you, and will be ſure to ſhake off, ſooner or later, with a 


kind of elaſtic force and vengeance, all ſuch ſtrange and Il founded re- 
ſtraints. 


DisAPPoINTMENTS ſometimes ariſe from too anxious a defire to mature 
the judgment of Children, and to bring them forward into public life. Such 
early bloſſoms ſeldom produce much fruit. The ſtrength of the mind ſeems to 
be exhauſted, before its capabilities are fully rolled out and expanded. Na- 
ture is generally ſlow in her operations, according to the worth and dignity of 
the ſubject. We ſhould not therefore hurry or anticipate her work, but 
endeayour to improve it according to her own laws. When ſentiments are 


inculcated 


E 1 4 
inculcated too weighty and ponderous ſor the young mind to revolve and 
_ digeſt, they cither ſerve to deaden and ſuppreſs its powers, or by raiſing a 
kind of twilight, as it were, in the underſtanding, impel only to what is 
wild, extravagant, and unnatural. Thus we account, in many inſtances, for 
enthuſiaſm, eſpecially in religion, and for many of thoſe prodigies of youthful 
piety, which, for the moſt part, terminate in diſappointment. 


WrrTrovrT adverting to any other fource of miſtake in the mode of educa- 
tion, we would finally obſerve, that the faculties moſt obſervable in youth, 
are, Imagination and Memory. Thus we find their diſcourſe partaking more 
of paſſion and energy, than of intelligence and refined ſenſibility. They poſ- 
ſeſs a wonderful facility in collecting images, which afford them not ſo much 
preſent knowledge, as materials for future improvement. Not that Children 
do not reaſon within the limits of their ſphere, but their views, in general, 
are bounded by a much narrower horizon, and their ideas are far more ſuper- 
ficial, than what they appear to be, from the ſtriking expreſſions they ſome- 


times uſe. In conſequence of theſe predominant Faculties, as well as from 


their comparative leiſure, and exemption from the various and tumultuous 
engagements of the world, we often find early inſtructions remembered by 
them with great advantage, and the elements of education, though apparently 
obliterated, reviving at different advanced periods of life, and in defiance of 
artificial influence, reſtoring, with viſible energy and effe&, the grand outlines 
of their original character. 


Pznnars another reaſon why the mind recurs ſo often to paſt ſcenes and N 


tranſactions, and delights ſo much in the retroſpect of its early days, ariſes 
from the painful ſenſe it acquires of the vanity and wickedneſs of the world. 


In Youth, the fancy is apt to paint every thing in bright colours, and the 


heart, warm with benevolence, opens and expands to every object around it; 


but as we advance in years, an altered ſcene riſes before us. Mean and ſelfiſh 
paſſions, or a diſguſting apathy ſtain and disfigure the leading features of 


human life. From a proſpect fo miſerable, we turn away diſguſted, and court 


again the objects of our early regard and attention. Whatever influence this, 


and other cauſes, may have in bringing back to our mind what we learned 
; | D and 
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and experienced in our youthful days, it is a pleaſing fact which cannot be 
denied, that the ſeeds of early inſtruction, after having laid dormant for years, 
have often ſprung up under ſome favourable temperature, and yielded, at laſt, 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the glory of God, and the general good of 
Society. 


Unpxx theſe views and impreſſions of human nature, and of the bleſſings 
attendant upon a good education, we have been led to eſtabliſh Schools in 
this place for the inſtruction of thoſe Boys and Girls, who, otherwiſe, muſt 
have remained in ignorance, owing to the indigent circumſtances of their 
Parents. The Boy's ſchool admits of thirty, and the Girl's ſchool of ſixty, 
upon a gratuitous and charitable plan. Theſe weekly ſchools are made ſubſer- 
vient alſo to our Sunday ſchools, as one neceſſary condition of childrens' free 
admiſſion into the former is, that they muſt regularly attend the latter. Thus 
we have a kind of ſecurity for the attendance of ninety Children, reſulting 


from that power and controul with which we are inveſted by the very nature 


of the Charity. This number is generally augmented on the Sundays to about 


one hundred and thirty, as other Children join us on that day who do not 


belong to our weekly ſchools. Conſidering that this inſtitution is only in its 
infancy, we are happy to inform you that the good fruits of it are very apparent 
already. Not only is a vicious ignorance and a profligate idleneſs, in a great 
degree, reſtrained and corrected, but an uniform attendance on the ſervice of 
the Church is ſecured, ſcriptural knowledge is attained, and ſuch views and 
habits acquired as tend to create a reverence for God, a reſpe& for the Sab- 
bath, and that regard for the moral, relative, and civil duties of life as affords 
a well founded hope of their becoming uſeful members of the community. 
Can any mind, ſuſceptible of thoſe moral ſenſibilities, which are ſo ornamental 
to our nature, contemplate the delightful proſpect, without wiſhing to be 
inſtrumental in promoting ſo uſeful and laudable an undertaking ? That 
theſe amiable and benevolent feelings belong, in a very eminent degree, to 
the Perſonage to whom this Sermon is inſcribed, needs not to be obſerved to 


Fou who are acquainted with her Character. It is under this honourable 


Patronage, that the Girls ſchool has been inſtituted ; and by the ſame Chriſ- 
tian liberality, it is, at this time, ſupported. Under the auſpices of ſuch a 
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Benefactreſs, as well as by the liberal contributions of other honourable * and 
noble Perſonages, we ſhall be enabled to meet the greateſt part of the ex- 
pence which attaches to this uſeful undertaking ; but after all, ſome defi- 
ciencies will remain to be ſupplied, and many ſmall contingent expences, 
appendant upon the very nature of theſe Schools, will require of us ſome 
additional fund in order to defray them.—But this difficulty does not alarm or 
embarraſs us, as we mean to call upon you once a year for your voluntary 
aſſiſtance. Indeed we look to you with humble confidence, truſting that, in 
theſe ſad and dangerous times, you will feel it your intereſt as members of 
the Community, as well as your duty and privilege as Chriſtians, to give 
chearfully, and to the full extent of your power. Judge not of this your 
power according to the cold, gloomy, and malignant ſuggeſtions of avarice, 
but upon thoſe ſublime and philanthropic principles which the Chriſtian 
religion inculcates. Remember, that you are Stewards of the talents com- 
mitted to your charge, and that you are bound to conſecrate them all, in 
various ways, to the ſervice of your Lord and Maſter. Let then a regard to 
the riſing Generation, and, above all, let your love and gratitude to that 
Redeemer, who became poor, that you, through his poverty, might be made 
rich, elevate and expand your feelings into true chriſtian benevolence, and 
inſpire you with that Heavenly Charity, without which Faith is preſumption, 
Hope is deluſion, and Knowledge is as founding Braſs, and a tinkling 
Cymbal. 


Wx are fully aware of ſome prejudices and objeCtions which are ſecretly 
harboured, and ſometimes thrown out againſt Inſtitutions of the above cha- 
racter and deſcription. Indeed what is there that is not oppoſed by ſome 
perſons. From the conflict of human paſlions there muſt, and ever will arife 
many jarring and diſcordant opinions. As long as men differ ſo widely as 
they do in moral and intellectual attainments, unanimity cannot be expected, 
even on the intereſting ſubje& before us. The perſon, who ſuſpends his 
exertions on that account, betrays a profound ignorance of human nature, 


* The above refers to the well known benevolence of the Right Hon. Viſcounteſs * and 
the very liberal annual contribution of the Right Hon, Lord Carrington, 
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and is altogether diſqualified to act in any public line. There is in ſome a 
cold, reptile prudence which ſurveys every thing with a microſcopic eye, and 
calculates conſequences with ſuch a gloomy and timid circumſpeCtion as tends 
only to paralize the beſt efforts of the mind, and to extinguiſh all thoſe noble 
and generous feelings which give birth to the moſt ſplendid actions. This 
prudence, though it aſſume the form of ſound wiſdom, has, in reality, no 
connection with, no legitimate alliance to it. It is altogether deſtitute of that 
comprebenſion, which combines the various and detached parts of a ſubject, 
and of that magnanimity, which confronts danger, combats difficulties, and 
concentrates the forces of the mind in order to put them forth with the greater 
energy, deciſion, and effect. 


We conclude this diſcourſe, by juſt glancing at a few of thoſe objections 
which appear to be the moſt predomihant and faſhionable. 


Ir is ſometimes inſinuated, that children are too much confined by Sunday 
Schools, and that what they acquire in knowledge, they loſe in health. This 
objection is of too ſuperficial a nature to admit of any formal refutation. 
When we conſider how many hours of leiſure they generally have upon this 
ſacred day, how little capable, and. inclined they are, to apply cloſely and 
deeply to any ſubject, and that their minds are for the moſt part in a ſtate of 
relaxation and diverſion, we cannot but repel the objection as founded either 
in a ſupine indifference to their welfare, or in a little, querulous ſpirit, which 
loves to cenſure what it cannot improve, and to exalt itſelf at the expence 
and degradation of others. Suppoſing, for a moment, that the liberty of 
Children, in a few, ſolitary inſtances, has been too much intrenched upon ; 
are we bound, in conſequence of an objection grounded in miſmanagement, 
and not ariſing neceſſarily out of the nature of the ſubje&, to abandon an 
Inſtitution, which tends to promote a ſerious regard for the Sabbath, and to 
ſecure the morals of the riſing Generation. Our religion, as a nation, very 
much depends upon a juſt obſervance of the Lord's day. Its conſecration to 
divine purpoſes ſerves, as a ſtanding memorial, that there is a God who 
governs the world, and who will reward the righteous, and puniſh the 
wicked. Independent of the direct impiety of violating this fourth command; 
| is 
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is it an offence of no magnitude to diſturb, by our example or principles, the 
general laws and practice of a nation, and to fink into oblivion, as far as we 
can, thoſe ancient cuſtoms, which it has been the piety and wiſdom of former 
ages to revere and ſupport ? Were no day in the week ſet apart for the public 
worſhip of God; were the different ranks and conditions of men deprived of 
the opportunity of emerging, at ſtated times, from the noiſe and tumults of 

public life, and of aſſembling themſelves together in the Courts of the Lord's 

Houſe ; were the outward forms and ſymbols: of our holy religion- to be once 

.deſpiſed and neglected, we have every reaſon to believe, that, as a Kingdom, 
we ſhould fall into a groſs infidelity, into an atheiſtical mode of living, with 
all its conſequent crimes and licentiouſneſs. The evils of neglecting the 
Sabbath ought to be judged of upon large and extenſive ground. We ſhould 
look to the dangerous principle it goes to eſtabliſh, a principle, pregnant 
with deſtruction both to church and ſtate. This remark is not to be reſolved 
into idle declamation; it ſtands recorded in the ruins and deſolations of a 
neighbouring Kingdom. If this be a truth which cannot be denied, if it be 
true alſo, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation,” and that the riſe and fall 
.of Empires, in all ages of the world, have confirmed this ſcriptual declara- 
tion, what ſhall we then ſay to the unrighteous man? We muſt regard his 
conduct as at war with the real proſperity and aggrandizement of his coun- 
try, as well as with the laws of Heaven; we muſt pronounce him to be an 
unſound and corrupt member of the body politic, and the degree of his 
moral guilt is to be meaſured by the rank he — in the general ſcale and 
gradation of civil life. 


Ir has been alſo objected, that the education of the poor only ſerves to 


make them idle, profligate, and diſobedient, and is therefore a detriment 
rather than a benefit to the ſtate. This objection receives no countenance 
from ſound policy, or from actual experience. For is it not advantageous to 


Society, as well as juſt and reaſonable in itſelf, that men ſhould be favoured 


with that kind and degree of education, which may enable them to improve 
their reſpective conditions in the world? Has this any tendency to confound 
ſubordination, or to diſturb the œconomy of civil life? It only inveſts rational 
creatures with the power of railing themſelves, by fair and honourable means, 
: I 
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tw: 
in their original ſtations, and ſometimes into departments of life above them, 
That man has a proud, illiberal, and vulgar mind; he is deſtitute of all true 
greatneſs and nobility of ſoul; who would ſuppreſs the capabilities of the poor, 
and deprive them of thoſe aqvantages to which they have a kind of claim, 
ariſing from the very dignity of their nature. In reſpect alſo to the great con- 
cerns of Religion, we would enquire, is it not juſt and right that our Fellow 
Creatures ſhould be ſo far inſtrutted, as to be able to read the Sacred Writings? 
Where the eternal welfare of the Soul is concerned, ought not men to ſee 
with their own Eyes, and to walk by the directions of an underſtanding en- 
lightened by the word of God? Let us not. fear the influence of ſuch pure and 


heavenly light; the Scriptures have a tendency to make men ſound Chriſtians, 


loyal Subjects, and uſeful Members of the community. Is it urged, that they 
are liable to be abuſed? We acknowledge that ſuch dariger attaches to every 
thing, and eſpecially to undertakings pregnant with vaſt and momentous con- 


ſequences. From a vague apprehenſion of this ſort, let us not countenance a 


ſtate of barbarous ignorance which allies men to ſuperſtition, and makes them 
the eaſy dupes of impoſture and villany. Under an objeCtion equally appli- 
cable to every ſubject, let us not approve, and much leſs contribute our ſup- 


port to thoſe wicked and narrow ſyſtems of policy which bind and enchain 
the underſtanding, and make darkneſs and terror the foundation of their 


deluſive ſecurity. This is not the ground upon which a free and enlightened 
nation ought to reſt its ſafety and happineſs. It is ſuch baſe and contemptible 


maxims as theſe, which give colour to ſedition, and a kind of pretext to 


rebellion. —The humane and heavenly ſpirit of our holy religion is againſt 
them; the powerful decrees and inſtincts of our common nature condemn 


them. However we may deplore the convulſions of a neighbouring Kingdom, 


and the perſecuting, ſanguinary ſpirit, which has ftained their proud preten- 
fions to liberty; however we may reprobate the infidel and deſtructive means 


by which they have emancipated themſelves from their religious and civil 


bondage; however we may juſtly dread thoſe incendiary doctrines which have 
already kindled ſuch a flame in Europe, as endangers every thing that is dear 
and intereſting to man; it ſtill becomes the Chriſtian not to fink into deſpond- 
ing fears, but to look, through the tremendous gloom, to Him, who fits at 
the Helm of affairs, who makes the wind and ſtorm to fulfil his word, and even 
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the wrath of man to praiſe him. But as the ways of Heaven are ſo dark and 
intricate, and as we know not what lies entombed in the womb of futurity, 
let us not, from any ſplendid hopes of events, which may illuſtrate the pro- 
phecies, and afford encreaſing liberty and happineſs to the world, look with 
too friendly an eye on principles which religion, morality, and ſound patrio- 
tiſm muſt ever condemn. The revealed will of God, and not his divine decrees, 
is the rule of our conduct. Bring not therefore what is dark and unknown, 
in competition with what is clear and expreſs. Follow rather the line of 
truth and of juſtice, and attend to the re&itude of the means, as well as of 
the end. 


Many ſtrange and monſtrous opinions are, at preſent, in circulation. They 
ariſe out of the tempeſts of the times. Be not carried away by their falſe 
lights, and impoſing ſophiſtry. Look to your foundation. Seek refuge in 
your chriſtian principles, and under their influence ſhine like the Planets, with 
ſilent beauty and order, in your reſpective ſpheres. Are you alarmed at the 
bold and daring appearance of vice? Remember, that virtue is leſs prominent 
in her nature, and more ſecret and imperceptible in her ſalutary operations. 
What degree of wickedneſs ſhe reſtrains, what crimes ſhe counteracts, and 


how many complicated evils ſhe prevents, cannot be aſcertained. From the 


negative, as well as great poſitive good ſhe produces, let us awake to a greater 
ſenſe of her worth and influence, and be encouraged to be faithful to the 
end, that we may receive a crown of life. 
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